INTRODUCTION

Russell Lowell," an examination of the manuscript of their volume,
which is still in Scribner's files, reveals that it was entirely prepared
by Mrs. Brookfield. Her work affords little opportunity for praise.
She was of course fully justified in excising any portions of Thack-
eray's letters that might offend living persons, but one is at a loss
to understand why hardly a letter in her manuscript is accurately
transcribed or correctly dated. Happily no degree of editorial in-
competence could obscure the excellence of her material, and A
Collection of Letters of Thackeray, which had great success on both
sides of the Atlantic,1 gave Thackeray a secure place among the
great English letter writers. Sometime afterwards Mrs. Brookfield
sold the letters included in her book, together with a number of
others, to Augustine Daly, from whom they passed in 1900 to their
permanent home in the Pierpont Morgan Library.

Encouraged, perhaps, by the success of Mrs. Brookfield's venture
and convinced of the need for an authentic account of her father's
life, Lady Ritchie in 1898 and 1899 prepared a series of Biographi-
cal Introductions for a new edition of Thackeray's Works. These
essays, which were revised and enlarged for the Centenary Works
of 1910 and 1911, have been the starting point for all subsequent
lives of Thackeray. They contain a great many of his letters, chosen
chiefly from his correspondence with his family and with Mrs.
Procter, but Lady Ritchie rarely prints these letters in full, for it
was her practice to weave them, fragment by fragment, into her
narrative.

The year 1904 added two further collections of Thackeray's
letters to the printed record. General James Grant Wilson's two-
volume Thackeray in the United States > which had grown out of a

1 The book was printed in England by Smith, Elder and Company, then
holders of the Thackeray copyrights, which had been made specifically to in-
clude unpublished letters. For the lively controversy between George Smith
and Charles Brookfield which followed its English publication, see The
Standard of November 30, 1887. In the American edition Lady Ritchie per-
mitted Mrs. Brookfield to include in the preface a note from her which begins:
"I am very glad to hear that you have made a satisfactory arrangement for
publishing your selections from my Father's letters. I am of course unable
myself by his expressed wish to do anything of the sort." But even this note,
with its unmistakable implied rebuke, was omitted from the English edition.